
Friends of Woodbury Park Cemetery

The Gardening Team’s Report for 2022

The gardening team has grown in number in 2022 and we welcome several new and enthusiastic 
volunteers to continue the annual cycle of planting, weeding, pruning, mowing and raking which 
keeps the cemetery looking good for visitors, and preserves the natural habitats for our local flora 
and fauna. Over 520 hours of gardening work were given by the team in 2022. “All work and no 
play makes Jack a dull boy”. We take this maxim to heart and on a day when the weather was 
too atrocious to venture into the cemetery we enjoyed together a pre-Christmas lunch. Meet the 
team:-

From left to right:- Kirsten Bolt, Angela Swain, Matthew Budd, Sarah Thomas, Catherine Dorman, 
Sarah Budd, Mike Higgins, Marilyn Loos and David Nealon.

We welcome any further newcomers who would like to join us with gardening work, even on 
an occasional basis. Angela Swain angelaswain2@outlook.com or Catherine Dorman mail@
cdorman.eu would be pleased to hear from you.

The winter months of early 2022 brought devastating storms and gale force winds to S.E. England, 
damaging several trees in the cemetery. A Sawara Cypress was broken off at a height of ca 
7 metres from the ground. T.W.B.C. provided professional tree surgeons to make it safe and to 
clear some of the debris. Boughs and torn branches 
from other damaged trees could be cleared by the 
volunteers, with the wood added to our two “dead 
hedges” where it can slowly rot down whilst providing a 
dry safe habitat or shelter for small animals.

The boundaries of the cemetery are of diverse materials 
and need specific care – low stone walls, high brick 
walls, chain link fencing, hedges, fences and trees. In 
2022 several large trees on the boundary were felled, 
exposing the north east corner of the cemetery. The trees 
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This was another busy year for the volunteers who once again notched up over 400 hours’ work, 
and subsequently consumed innumerable cups of tea and far too many biscuits.

Our first task was to make a stick fencing around Michael’s Meadow to deter people and dogs 
from crossing this area, thus damaging the spring bulbs. It seemed to do the trick as we had a 
good display of snowdrops and wild daffodils, although the fritillaries were less successful this year. 
Perhaps the previous hot summer did not suit them.

At the entrance to Chapel Meadow there was a cherry laurel, which is a very large shrub with 
far-reaching limbs. As it was isolating Chapel Meadow from the rest of the cemetery, so making it 
a rarely visited and secret area where we have had rough sleepers, we had a chat with Kasia, our 
invaluable friend from the Parks Department, who agreed it would be an improvement to remove 
the laurel. We now have some long term plans for this area, not least of which is to build a tool 
shed, much to the relief of the gardening team.

Chapel Meadow is the area in which we planted last year a short hedge of alder buckthorn, the 
food plant of the yellow brimstone butterfly. The young plants are still small and the leaves very 
sparse, but to our amazement and great joy on the 22nd April this year, a female was spotted 
laying eggs on these leaves. She repeatedly laid eggs then flew up into the sunshine and the 
overhanging foliage for about 5 minutes before returning to lay a few more. This she repeated 
several times. What a rewarding sight!

This year we really feel we are making progress regarding the wild flowers, as from June on there 
has been a wide and colourful variety of species. In fact, many more than were in that seed 
selection packet which we sowed in the autumn of 2011. So we must be doing something right!

ABOUT WOODBURY PARK CEMETERY

The cemetry was opened in 1849. A Victorian 
guide book described this as a “beautifully laid out 
mortuary garden where shrubs, trees and flowers, 
evergreens, moss-covered graves and scupltured 
tombs impart to it a pleasing aspect”.

After the last burial in 1934, it gradually became 
an almost forgotten place until the Friends were 
formed to conserve and restore it. Now listed by 
English Heritage, its three acres are today a 
green and peaceful place in which to stroll and 
view its flowers and weathered memorial 
inscriptions.

The Friends’ work in partnership with the Borough 
Council has won not only a series of gardening 
awards but also a Gold Award from Kent Wildlife 
Trust for conservation projects. The Friends are still 
exploring the fascinating stories of many of the 
Victorians buried here. They share these in walks, 
talks and publications.

If you like quiet old places, wild flowers and enjoy a 
bit of detective work, why not get involved?
Find out more about the Friends at:

June Bridgeman
01892 525578
jbman@btinternet.com
www.fwpc.org.uk

WHERE TO FIND US
Woodbury Park Rd, Tunbridge Wells TN4 9NH

Only 3/4 mile from the town centre
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1. Jacob Bell 1810 - 1859
Founder of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society.
2. William Willicombe 1800 - 1875
Builder of many fine properties in the town.
3. Jeffery Hale 1803 - 1864
Outstanding Quebec philanthropist whose work lives on
4. Canon Hoare 1812 - 1894
Vicar at Holy Trinity Church. A major influence in Victorian 
Tunbridge Wells.
5. Revd. Henry Thomas Austen 1771 - 1850
The favourite brother of the novelist Jane Austen.
6. Charles Tattershall Dodd 1815 - 1878
A talented artist of Victorian Tunbridge Wells.
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were on a property in Park Road. Many weeks of work were 
spent by the gardening team clearing the area, moving 
a dead hedge to a more sheltered position, digging out 
brambles, bindweed and dock, and then sowing a wild 
flower seed mix. This creates a new meadow for insect 
life and provides a natural feature at this lower, informal 
entrance/exit to the cemetery.

Michael’s meadow, the spring bulb meadow, starts 
flowering with snowdrops in February and continues the 
colourful show with winter aconites, wild daffodils, wood 
anemones and fritillaries though to camassias in May. In 
spring 2022 we added further snowdrops “in the green” , 
and in autumn we added more wild daffodil  bulbs.

The stone outcrop on which the chapel is built is a geological feature typical of the Tunbridge Wells 
Common and other places in the vicinity. The wire netting over the crag, which has been in place 
for many years to deter badgers from taking up residence, is difficult to keep clear of brambles 
and bindweed. A concerted effort has been made this year to keep the crag as clear as possible 
so that this local feature can be appreciated and admired.

The Grosvenor meadow has been planted with diverse native wild flowers such as scabious, clover, 
yarrow and oregano, which should establish well and seed across the whole area.

The gardening team has a rolling schedule of jobs for each month; our log books record work 
completed, hours spent and notes of when specific features, trees or flowers look their best. In 
preparation for events in the cemetery such as concerts, guided tours, tree planting etc we turn 
our focus to the areas which will be most on show. In 2022 we were lucky to have several occasions 
where additional visitors enjoyed the cemetery:-
The dedication of the dove tree in February which was planted to commemorate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee, a nature trail led by Dr Ian Beavis in June, the Heritage open Day Tour in September 
and the concert by the Wadhurst Brass Band also in September.



The Autumn of 2022 bought some welcome rain 
after the heat and drought of the summer creating 
ideal conditions for an excellent showing of fly 
agaric fungi. The autumn foliage was glorious, 
especially the tulip tree which was a burst of gold 
brightening a dark area of the cemetery.

Woodbury Park Cemetery was entered for the South & South East in Bloom competition, in a newly 
created category especially for churchyards, and we were delighted to receive a Gold award, 
which is now displayed in the noticeboard by the entrance to the cemetery.

We look forward to meeting many “Friends” of the cemetery whenever they visit this beautiful 
place. We all wear “Volunteer” T-shirts so do come and say hello.

Catherine Dorman
January 2023.

The plan overleaf shows the layout of the 
cemetery and the location of various areas 

mentioned in the above text.
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